
Today in every corner of the capitalist world, women, in different ways, face 
discrimination, exclusion and other forms of subjugation. This is especially 
true for working class women. To understand how this situation is going to be 
overturned we need to look back at past struggles that have made advances in the 
position of women. Chief among these is the October 1917 Socialist Revolution 
in Russia. 

The strides made towards women’s emancipation in Soviet Russia were achieved 
despite the ferocious military interventions and economic strangulation that the 
Soviet Union faced from the capitalist powers. This hostile imperialist pressure 
eventually led to a bureaucratic degeneration of the socialist revolution in the 
mid-1920s. Nevertheless, although the leadership of the Soviet Union thereafter 
turned its back on the unalloyed revolutionary and egalitarian perspective of 
Lenin’s communism, the Soviet Union remained a workers state right up until 
it was destroyed by capitalist counterrevolution in 1991-92. This Soviet workers 
state embodied huge gains for the working class and the poor, especially for 
women and national minorities. The destruction of socialistic rule in the Soviet 
Union, the German Democratic Republic (East Germany), Poland, Yugoslavia etc 
has not only led to the return of mass unemployment, homelessness and racist 
violence but it has also led to a sharp deterioration in the position of women.

We reprint below an article by the leader of the Russian Revolution, Vladimir 
Lenin, which outlines the communist program for women’s emancipation. This 
is the program that made all the past advances in the status of women possible 
in the former Soviet Union. Moreover, it is the program that when carried through 
to its conclusion will lead working class women and indeed all the toilers and 
downtrodden of the world to their final liberation. 

This article was written by Lenin for publishing on International Working Women’s 
Day (now called International Women’s Day) in 1921.

The CommunisT Program for Women’s LiberaTion

Detail from F. Lecht: Women, Liberate Yourselves!

The gist of Bolshevism and the Russian October Revolution is getting into politics the 
very people who were most oppressed under capitalism. They were downtrodden, 
cheated and robbed by the capitalists, both under the monarchy and in the bourgeois 
democratic republics. So long as the land and the factories were privately owned this 
oppression and deceit and the plunder of the people’s labour by the capitalists were 
inevitable.

The essence of Bolshevism and the Soviet power is to expose the falsehood and 
mummery of bourgeois democracy, to abolish the private ownership of land and the 
factories and concentrate all state power in the hands of the working and exploited 
masses. They, these masses, get hold of politics, that is, of the business of building 
the new society. This is no easy task: the masses are downtrodden and oppressed by 
capitalism, but there is no other way – and there can be no other way – out of the wage 
slavery and bondage of capitalism.

But you cannot draw the masses into politics without drawing in the women as well. For 
under capitalism the female half of the human race is doubly oppressed. The working 
woman and the peasant woman are oppressed by capital, but over and above that, even 
in the most democratic of the bourgeois republics, they remain, firstly, deprived of some 
rights because the law does not give them equality with men; and secondly – and this 
is the main thing – they remain in “household bondage,” they continue to be “household 
slaves,” for they are overburdened with the drudgery of the most squalid, backbreaking 
and stultifying toil in the kitchen and the family household.

No party or revolution in the world has ever dreamed of striking so deep at the roots of 
the oppression and inequality of women as the Soviet, Bolshevik revolution is doing. 
Over here, in Soviet Russia, no trace is left of any inequality between men and women 
under the law. The Soviet power has eliminated all there was of the especially disgusting, 
base and hypocritical inequality in the laws on marriage and the family and inequality in 
respect of children.

This is only the first step in the liberation of woman. But none of the bourgeois republics, 
including the most democratic, has dared to take even this first step. The reason is awe 
of “sacrosanct private property.”

The second and most important step is the abolition of the private ownership of land 
and the factories. This and this alone opens up the way towards a complete and actual 
emancipation of woman, her liberation from “household bondage” through transition 
from petty individual housekeeping to large-scale socialized domestic services.

This transition is a difficult one, because it involves the remoulding of the most deep-
rooted, inveterate, hide-bound and rigid “order” (indecency and barbarity would be 



nearer the truth). But the transition has been started, the thing has been set in motion, 
we have taken the new path.

And so on this international working women’s day countless meetings of working women 
of all countries of the world will send greetings to Soviet Russia, which has been the first 
to tackle this unparalleled and incredibly hard but great task, a task that is universally 
great and truly liberatory. There will be bracing calls not to lose heart in face of the 
fierce and frequently savage bourgeois reaction. The “freer” or “more democratic” a 
bourgeois country is, the wilder the rampage of its gang of capitalists against the workers’ 
revolution, an example of this being the democratic republic of the Unites States of North 
America. But the mass of workers have already awakened. The dormant, somnolent and 
inert masses in America, Europe and even in backward Asia were finally roused by the 
imperialist war. 

The ice has been broken in every corner of the world.

Nothing can stop the tide of the peoples’ liberation from the imperialist yoke and the 
liberation of working men and women from the yoke of capital. This cause is being 
carried forward by tens and hundreds of millions of working men and women in town 
and countryside. That is why this cause of labour’s freedom from the yoke of capital will 
triumph all over the world.

Women in China: Then and noW

although China’s progress towards socialism remains hesitant, deformed and uncer-
tain, the 1949 overthrow of capitalism in China has nevertheless brought huge gains 
for women. Left: The foot of a woman who had her feet bound. in pre-1949 times the 
barbaric practice of binding women’s feet was widespread in China and crippled women 
for life. Foot binding, which involved the breaking of toe and foot bones, symbolised the 
terrible oppression of women in capitalist/feudal China. Right, China today: Women 
jet fighter pilots in their flight suits at a ceremony on 30 august 2009 in north China. 
When capitalism is overturned in the rest of the world and the Peoples Republic of China 
is able to reinvigorate its march towards socialism, women in China will charge with 
renewed vigour towards complete emancipation.


